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Caribbean Fisheries Forum convenes its 19*" Meeting

Belize City, Tuesday, 27 April 2021 (CRFM)— The Caribbean Fisheries Forum, the technical and advisory
arm of the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM), is convening its 19" Meeting this week. High
on the agenda are updates on the status and trends in the fisheries and aquaculture sector; Coronavirus
impacts and post COVID-19 reorientation of the fisheries sector; the sustainable management and use of
fisheries resources; as well as matters related to the Sargassum seaweed, blue economic growth, climate
change and fisheries, mainstreaming gender issues in fisheries, and the sustainable development of
aquaculture.

Representatives from 17 Member States of the CRFM, as well as Observer entities are expected to attend
and participate when the meeting convenes on 27 and 28 April 2021. The participants will also be engaged
in plenary sessions on policy development, collaboration with other bodies, as well as broader issues of
international significance, such as the World Trade Organization Fisheries Subsidies Negotiation, the UN
Agreement on the Marine Biodiversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ), and combatting
international fisheries crimes.

For the past year, Saint Lucia has served as Chair of the Caribbean Fisheries Forum. At the upcoming
meeting, Members are expected to elect a new chair and vice chair of the Forum, and determine the new
composition of the Executive Committee of the Forum.

The Forum is also expected to formulate a set of recommendations for action by the CRFM Ministerial
Council, due to meet in May 2021.

ABOUT THE CRFM:

The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) was officially inaugurated on . o
) ) ) - — . T CRFM social media links:
27 March 2003 in Belize City, Belize, where it is headquartered, following the signing You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/user/TheCREM

of the “Agreement Establishing the CRFM” on February 4, 2002. It is an inter- Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CarFisheries
governmental organization whose mission is “to promote and facilitate the Twitter: https://twitter.com/CaribFisheries
responsible utilization of the region's fisheries and other aquatic resources for the
economic and social benefits of the current and future population of the region.”
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