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Dr. Thomas Marc Xavier Williams is the Executive
Director of the Secretariat of the Caribbean
Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM), an
intergovernmental institution of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) which was established in
2002 to promote and facilitate the responsible
utilization of the region's fisheries and other aquatic
resources for the economic and social benefits of
the current and future population of the region.

Dr. Williams—who has over 14 years of experience
working in fisheries and aquaculture—assumed the
role in June 2025.

Hailing from the twin island Eastern Caribbean
Member State of the CRFM—Saint Kitts and
Nevis—praised for its exhilarating architecture,
vast sandy beaches, kaleidoscopic coral reefs, and
breathtaking landscapes and natural attractions, Dr. Williams is passionate about the ocean and
the vast marine wealth it encapsulates as well as its promise for the region’s food and economic
security. He has been a proponent for commercial and small-scale aquaculture development and
innovation in capture fisheries, through the use of Fish Aggregating Devices (FADSs).

Although sea moss aquaculture has only recently gained popularity across the Caribbean, Dr.
Williams saw its potential almost a decade prior. This vision was encapsulated in his 2016
publication titled, “The introduction of sea moss farming into the island nation of St. Kitts and
Nevis offers hope for new jobs, alternative livelihoods and food security.”

His commitment to professional success was evident after he completed Clarence Fitzroy Bryant
College in Basseterre, St. Kitts, in 1999 and went on to become a Junior Auditor at Pannell Kerr
Forster, where he worked on audits for publicly traded corporations.

He then went on to pursue higher education overseas, first obtaining a Bachelor of Commerce
Degree in Finance, Economics & Accounting at Saint Mary’s University in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
Canada, where, in his final year in 2004, he won the InnovaCorp Prize for Most Innovative
Technology.
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He continued to improve his academic qualifications by earning a Master of Business
Administration Degree in Financial Management from City University in Bellevue, Washington,
USA, in May 2007.

Marc Williams then returned to his home country, where he assumed the role of Senior
Administration Officer and Economist in 2008 at the Ministry of Sustainable Development. His
work centered on the management of government lands, policy planning, project planning, and
economic reporting.

In October 2020, he earned his Doctorate of Business Administration Degree from William
Howard Taft University in Lakewood, Colorado, USA. Dr. Williams’ research paper was on “Long-
term sustainability of the fisheries complexes — A qualitative investigative project.”

With a keen interest in Fisheries, he became the Director of Marine Resources, responsible for
the overall management of the Department of Marine Resources in Saint Kitts and Nevis in 2011—
a post he held until 2023, after which he served at the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine
Resources until April 2025.

Dr. Williams has served as the International Whaling Commissioner (IWC), Saint Kitts and Nevis,
first acting in that capacity from 2014 to 2019, after which he was officially confirmed in 2020. He
also served from 2019 to 2020 as Chair of the Caribbean Fisheries Forum, a CRFM body which
determines the technical and scientific work of the Secretariat.

During his tenure at the Department of Marine Resources in Saint Kitts and Nevis, Dr. Williams
was actively engaged in sustainable and innovative Fisheries projects, both at the national and
regional levels. These include the MARGOV Ecosytems Approach to Fisheries Management
Project, funded by the University of the West Indies Centre for Resource Management and
Environmental Studies (UWI-CERMES); St. Kitts and Nevis Strengthening of Fisherfolk
Organizations Project, funded by United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO); the
Eastern Caribbean Marine Management Area Network (ECMMAN) Project, funded by the
Government of Germany through The Nature Conservancy (TNC); the Caribbean Fisheries Co-
management Project, funded by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA); the Climate
Change Adaptation in the Eastern Caribbean Fisheries Sector Project, funded by FAO; and
Capacity Building for Seamoss Farmers Project, funded by the Caribbean Large Marine
Ecosystem (CLME) Project.

As the newly appointed Executive Director of the CRFM, Dr. Williams leads the charge for
providing technical, consultative and advisory services to Member States in the development,
assessment, management, and conservation of marine and other aquatic resources. He is also
responsible for spearheading bilateral and international engagements on behalf of the region’s
fisheries and aquaculture sector.



