
NATIONAL REPORTS ON THE STATUS OF FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE

166

OVERVIEW

Suriname's marine ecosystems, nestled within the Amazon-Guianas ecoregion, are impacted by the North
Brazil Current and the Guianas Current, resulting in low-salinity, nutrient-rich waters. The marine
biodiversity, including estuaries, mudflats, sandy beaches, and mangrove forests, are profoundly
influenced by the Amazon River plume. The Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of Suriname features a
wide continental shelf, transitioning from turbid brown waters near the coast to nutrient-poor blue oceanic
waters further offshore. Such zoning affects marine life distribution, from estuarine catfishes to offshore
pelagic species.

The fisheries landscape of Suriname is diverse, with inshore activities characterized by small wooden
boats using an assortment of nets. The coastal fisheries, distinguished by a transition from brown to green
waters, utilize gillnets that drift with tidal movements. Offshore, fisheries is predominantly (semi-)
industrial, focused on demersal fishes, shrimps, and large pelagic species.

Suriname's fisheries are economically pivotal. In 2022, the sector harvested 30,847 tons of fish and 2,117
tons of shrimp, contributing to 2.3% of the nation's GDP. A significant fraction of Suriname's working
population, specifically 3,950 fishers and 2,193 ancillary workers, relies on this industry. Consequently,
the stability of the fishing industry holds paramount importance for the nation's socioeconomic fabric.

1. FISHERIES SUB-SECTORS AT A GLANCE
The fisheries resources in Suriname’s marine waters are harvested by a variety of artisanal and industrial
fisheries. Inland fisheries take place in the river mouths (estuaries), coastal fisheries operate close to the
coast (up to ca. 20 meters depth) and offshore fisheries go further at sea (beyond 20 meters depth). Most
inland and coastal fisheries could be considered artisanal, while the offshore fisheries are industrial or
semi-industrial.

Inland fisheries mainly take place in the estuaries that form the transition between the sea and freshwater
section of the rivers, characterized by muddy, brown waters. They use rather small (5–10 meters long)
open, wooden boats powered by an outboard engine and deploy a variety of active and passive fishing
gears. Fixed fyke nets (also called Chinese seine, jagi-jagi or kraka) are widely used to catch both fish
and shrimp. Inland fisheries also use drifting of fixed gillnets, lines and hooks, encircling nets, and
dragnets. Fishers usually stay out no longer than a day, sometimes just a few hours, before landing the
catch fresh. Temporary fishing camps might be constructed as a basis for fishing operations in more
remote locations (e.g., Braamspunt). In that case, the catch is often sun-dried (e.g., seabob shrimp or small
fish, locally called trie) or smoked (e.g., catfish species). In 2022, 481 inland fishing licenses were issued
by the Fisheries Directorate, Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries (MAAHF).
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Coastal fisheries operate in the nearshore waters, from the coastline down to a depth of 10 fathoms (18
meters) along the Suriname coast. This zone is characterized by the transition from brown to green waters.
Various types of (mostly wooden) boats are used with a maximum volume of 85 m3. Most of the boats
are undecked and use outboard engines. Larger boats are decked and powered by an inboard diesel engine.
The coastal fishery predominantly uses gillnets that are set near the seafloor and allowed to drift with the
tides and currents. The mesh sizes range from 3 to 8 inch (7.6 to 20.3 cm) depending on the license type.
While nets are traditionally retrieved by hand, the use of hydraulic winches has increased significantly in
recent years. Only a limited number of boats in the coastal fishery use other fishing methods such as pin
seine (locally called njawarie) or hook-and-line. Depending on their size and distance to the fishing
ground, coastal fishing boats spend anywhere from a single day up to 20 days at sea, with most boats
staying 10 to 14 days. The so-called bangamary boats usually stay out for a few days only. The catch is
always stored on ice. In 2022, 456 coastal fishing vessels were registered and licensed by the MAAHF.

Offshore fisheries include the fishery types occurring beyond the depth of 10 fathoms (18 meters). These
are (semi-)industrial fisheries and include bottom-trawl and line fisheries for demersal fishes and shrimps,
and longline fisheries for large pelagic species. Most offshore fisheries take place in or near the green-
water zone, at depths below 35 fathoms (64 meters). The blue waters further from the coast are less
productive: only pelagic longliners and a few deep-sea shrimp trawlers operate in this area. In 2022, the
MAAHF licenced 77 bottom trawlers, 93 demersal line vessels and 40 pelagic longliners.

2. PRODUCTION
Working at the interface between marine and fresh waters, inland fisheries catch a variety of species.
While some species are typical for the brackish-water estuarine environment (e.g. Centropomus
parallellus –snoek), depending on the season or location, typical marine species (e.g. Cynoncion virescens
– kandratiki) or primarily freshwater species (e.g. Plagioscion squamosissimus – koebi) might dominate
the catches. Further, seabob (Xiphopenaeus kroyeri) and white belly shrimp (Nematopalaemon schmitti)
are import target species, together with ghost crabs (Ucides cordatus) which are caught by hand in the
mangroves.

The coastal fishery’s main target species are Cynoscion acoupa (bangbang) and C. virescens
(kandratiki). Various other Sciaenidae species are also landed, together with catfishes (e.g. Sciades proops
– koepila), sharks (e.g. Rhizoprionodon lalandii – water belly shark), tarpon (Megalops atlanticus –
trapoen), etc. Stingrays (Dasyatidae spp.) are common in the catches but mostly discarded. Some boats
working close to the shore target the smaller weakfish species Macrodon ancylodon (bangamary) and
Nebris microps (butterfish).

Four types of bottom-trawl fisheries operate in Surinamese waters. Seabob trawl fisheries target Atlantic
seabob shrimp (Xiphopenaeus kroyeri) up to a maximum of 18 fathoms (33 meters) depth. In the deeper
waters, marine shrimp trawlers target larger shrimp of the genus Penaeus (P. subtilis, P. brasiliensis, P.
schmitti and P. notialis). In the same area (between 15 and 35 fathoms water depth – 27 to 64 meters) fish
trawlers target a wide range of demersal fish species including croakers and weakfishes (Scianidae),
grunts (Haemulidae) snappers (Lutjanidae), etc. Finally, a few boats fish for deep-sea shrimp species such
as royal red shrimp (Pleoticus robustus), scarlet shrimp (Aristaeopsis edwardsiana) and orange shrimp
(Solenocera spp.). They operate in deep water beyond the isobath of 200 fathoms (366 meters).
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The primary target species of the demersal line fleet is Lutjanus purpureus (Southern red snapper), but
landings also include Rhomboplites aurorubens (vermilion snapper), Scomberomorus cavalla (king
mackerel) and various snapper and grouper species.

The pelagic longline fishery targets species such as yellowfin (Thunnus albacares) and other tuna species
(Thunnus spp.), wahoo (Acanthocybium solandri), common dolphinfish (Coryphaena hippurus), Atlantic
sailfish (Istiophorus albicans), blue marlin (Makaira nigricans), swordfish (Xiphias gladius), blue shark
(Prionace glauca) and other shark species.

3. INDUSTRY OPERATION
There are about 80 fishery landing sites along the Suriname coast. Most of the industrial fishery landing
sites are concentrated in and around the capital, Paramaribo. The artisanal fishery (inland and coastal
fisheries) land their catch at numerous landing sites along the coast.

Most of the landed catch is processed in processing facilities. In 2021, the Fish Inspection Institute (VKI)
approved 24 processing facilities, meaning they comply with export quality standards. There are many
smaller, more informal processing facilities which mainly sell to the local market.

Besides supplying fish, shrimp and fishery products to the local market, the Surinamese fishing sector is
largely export oriented.

4. MANAGEMENT MEASURES
The Fisheries Management Plan 2021-2025 is based on an ecosystem approach to fisheries, which
includes a precautionary principle aimed at ensuring a sustainable and balanced exploitation of the
marine resources, while minimizing the impact of fishing on the marine ecosystems. There is great
emphasis on stakeholder involvement, national and regional collaboration and Monitoring and
Surveillance (MCS) measures. At the same time there is great emphasis on the improvement of the data
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collection and management system to allow for regular stock assessment of the most important species.
The management plan is also characterized by the measures prescribed to minimize the negative effect
of fishing on the environment, specifically on endangered, threatened and protected (ETP) species and
marine mammals.

The management of the multi species and multi gear fisheries of Suriname requires specific measures
aimed at specific fishing categories, as well as more general measures aimed at the sector as a whole.
One of such general measures is the decision by the ministry in 2019 to freeze maximum amounts of
licenses allowed per fishing category. This measure was taken in agreement with the entire fishing
sector and deemed urgent to avoid the danger of sustained overfishing. The Fisheries Management Plan
2021-2025 also includes the development of reduction plans for the decrease of the fishing pressure.

In general, the ministry in collaboration with the Maritime Authority increasingly applies very strict
rules with regard to the issuance, renewal and transfer of licenses which are deemed personal, non-
transferable and non-divisible by law. It is therefore prohibited to sell or rent a fishing license.

Another sector wide measure is the promotion of stakeholder involvement and co-management through
the establishment and support of local and national fisher folk organizations and special working
groups. The Fisheries Advisory Council is required by the Sea Fisheries Act and allows for wider
discussion, advice and collaboration pertaining to sustainable use and management of the fisheries
resources. Aforementioned structures provide opportunity for stakeholders to discuss and suggest and
review management measures that can be included or adjusted in the annually renewed and published
ministerial License Conditions Order. The following is an overview of the measures which are included
in the License Conditions Order.

General conditions (applicable to all fisheries segments in the same way)
• Vessel marking and identification
• Required documentation on board
• Reporting obligations;
• VMS obligations.
• Obligation to land in Suriname at a designated landing site
• Rules regarding ALDFG
• Prohibition on transshipment
• Mandatory reporting of interaction with endangered, threatened and protected (ETP) species and

marine mammals.

Specific conditions (may vary per fishing segment)
• Maximum amount of licenses
• Target and bycatch species;
• Fishing areas;
• Maximum amount of days at sea
• Maximum Engine capacity;
• Fishing gear specifications;
• Closed areas;

In addition to a reduction in the number of licenses, restrictions on the number of days at sea, the
number of nets, the net length, the mesh size, the engine power, the size of the vessel and the storage,
have been imposed for specific fisheries categories in recent years. Here below is an overview of the
main specific license conditions per fishing segment as included in the License Conditions Order of
2023.
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4.1 Offshore shrimp trawling
A maximum of 5 licenses are allowed for this segment of fisheries. Fishing occurs in depths beyond 200
fathoms (360 m) and target species include Orange shrimp (Solenocera), Scarlet shrimp (Pleisopenaeus
edwardsianus) and Royal red shrimp (Pleotiocus robustus). The catch of king crab as bycatch is allowed
and may comprise up to 20% of the total catch in weight. The mesh size of the net is 57 mm stretched
and the sack is 45 mm. The maximum length over all (LAO) of the vessel is 28 meters and the maximum
engine capacity is 500 HP.

4.2 Deep Sea penaeide shrimp trawling
For this segment, a maximum of 35 licenses is allowed. The fishing area lies beyond 18 fathoms depth.
Target species are the penaeide shrimp, including penaeus brasilensis, penaeus notiales, penaeus subtilis
and penaeus schmitti. Allowed bycatch up to 20 % of the total weight may comprise of seabob shrimp
(xyphopenaeus kroyeri), lutjanidae and scianidae species. The minimum mesh size of the net is 57 mm
stretched and the sack is 45 mm. The vessels are allowed to deploy up to 4 nets and all the nets are
required to have a Turtle Excluder Device. The maximum length over all (LAO) of the vessel is 28 meters
and the maximum engine capacity is 500 HP.

4.3 Deep sea seabob shrimp trawling
The maximum allowed amount of licenses is 26. The fishing area lies between 10 and 18 fathoms depth.
This segment targets the seabob shrimp Xyphopenaeus kroyeri. The bycatch comprises of small demersal
species such as bangamary (Macrodon ancylodon). Each net is required to have a TED and a bycatch
reduction device (BRD).The mesh size for the net is 57 mm and 45 mm for the sack .The maximum
length over all (LAO) of the vessel is 26 meters and the maximum engine capacity is 500 HP. The
maximum allowable amount of days at sea is determined by a harvest control rule.

4.4 Deep sea demersal fish trawling
A maximum of 47 licenses is allowed for this segment of fisheries. The fishing is allowed in the area
between 15 and 35 fathoms depth. Target species include a wide range of demersal fish such as scianidae,
haemulidae and lutjanidae. Bycatch include some pelagic species including mackerel. The deployment
of a single or a double net is allowed, whereby the maximum total length of the bottom cord is 50 m. The
mesh size of the net is 120 mm and the sack is 80mm. The amount of days at sea is restricted to170. The
maximum LOA of the vessel is 32 meters and the maximum engine power is 500 HP. The reporting of
the mackerel catch to the ICCAT (International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas) is
mandatory.

4.5 Large pelagic line fishing
This segment of fisheries comprises of a maximum of 60 vessels targeting large pelagic species, mainly
yellow fin tuna, with sharks and other tuna like species as bycatch. A maximum of 2000 hooks, size
number 5 with gape of 2.5 cm, may be deployed on the longline. This fishery is subject to a annually
determined Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for species which are allowed to be caught in accordance with
ICCAT rules. The maximum LOA of the vessel is 32 meters and the maximum engine power is 1000 HP.
The fishing area lies beyond the 35 fathoms depth.

4.6 Red snapper line fisheries
A maximum of 224 licenses are allowed for this segment of fisheries which targets lutjanidae and
scombridae species using langlines and handlines. A longline with a maximum of 2000 hooks and up to
14 handlines with 20 hooks each, are allowed. Hook sizes range from 3-8 with a minimum gape of 2cm.
The maximum LOA is 30 meters and the engine capacity is 400 HP. This segment is subject to a maximum
storage 40 metric tons (volume). The fishing area lies beyond 18 fathoms depth.
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4.7 Coastal pin seine fisheries
A maximum of 10 licenses are allowed for this segment, which deploys a pinned driftnet on coastal mud
banks to trap the fish when the tide recedes. The minimum length of the net is 2 km with a minimum
mesh size of 5 inches stretched. The maximum volume of the vessel is 50m3 and the engine capacity is
75HP. This segment (along with other coastal fisheries) is subject to a closed area stretching 15 km, north
of Galibi and west of Eilanti, from 1 March to 31 July, for the protection of sea turtles. It is agreed with
the fishing sector to phase out this fishing method due to the high level of discard.

4.8 Coastal driftnet/line fisheries
The maximum amount of licenses for this segment is 468 vessels which mainly target large demersal
scianidae and catfish. The vessels deployed in this fisheries are either open or decked Guyana type. The
license holder may choose to deploy a drift net or alternately a longline. The maximum length of the net
is 3 km for the open type vessel and 4 km for the decked type. The maximum amount of hooks is 2000
for both types of vessels. The maximum volume is 65m3 for the open type vessel and 85 m3 for the
decked type. The engine capacity is respectively 75 HP and 155 HP. Storage capacity is respectively 7
m3 and 12 m3. The fishing area is between 4 and 10 fathoms depth.

4.9 Bangamary driftnet fisheries
The maximum amount of licenses is 55 vessels, which mainly target small weakfish (Macrodon
ancylodon). This fishery is allowed to use multifilament nylon nets with a mesh size of 3 inches stretched
and a maximum length of 1 km. The maximum volume of the vessel is 40 m3 with a maximum storage
of 5m3. The engine capacity is 55 HP.

5. INSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
The domestic legal framework regulating fisheries in Suriname consists of the 1980 Sea Fisheries Act;
the 1961 Fish Stock Protection Act and the Fish Stock Protection Decree; the 1981 Coastal Fisheries
Decree (S.B. 1980, No.144); the 2008 Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) Decree (S.B. 2008 No.45) and
the 2009 Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fisheries Decree (S.B. 2009 No. 192). In addition,
the Minister of LVV issues a License Conditions Decree on a yearly basis. Other legal instruments related
to fisheries are the Law on Economic Offences (1986), the Fish Inspection Act (2000), the Coast Guard
Act (2017) and the Presidential decree establishing the port of CEVIHAS N.V. (SB. 2010 No. 1582).

The government department responsible for implementing fisheries laws and policy is the Fisheries
Department of the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries (LVV). The department
responsible for drafting and issuance of the annual License Conditions Order, as well as the monitoring,
control, surveillance and enforcement (MCSE) of the measures. These activities include the continuous
inspection of fishing gear and the monitoring of fishing activities. The collection and management of
fisheries also data form a major part of the activities. The Fisheries Department functions as the main
focal point and partner within the regional and international fisheries management organizations and
initiatives.
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Other agencies tasked with activities relating to fisheries management and control include: The Maritime
Authority, the Coast Guard, the Maritime Police, the Navy and the National Forestry Service. The
Maritime Authority Suriname (MAS) is responsible for the implementation as well as monitoring control
and surveillance (MCS) activities related to safety of navigation and port facilities. The MAS is therefore
responsible for the registration and administration regarding fishing vessels. Each fishing vessel must
submit a valid certificate of seaworthiness (CVD) in order to obtain a fishing license. The Coast Guard is
responsible for monitoring, control and surveillance activities in the fight against maritime crimes such
as trafficking, illegal fishing and piracy within the EEZ. The maritime police is a specialized branch
responsible for the general enforcement of rules and investigation of crimes within the territorial waters
and inland fishing areas. Regarding MCS of fishing activities within the Multi Use Management Areas
(MUMA’s) including the lagoons, the Fisheries Department collaborates with the National Forest Service.

Suriname is a Party to the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Suriname has not
ratified the 1993 FAO Compliance Agreement, the 1995 UN fish Stocks Agreement or 2009 FAO Port
State Measures Agreement. Suriname is not yet a Party to the PSMA, although the foundations for the
accession have been laid by the Fisheries Department.

Suriname is a Cooperating Non-Contracting Party of the International Commission for the Conservation
of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and member of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) and the Western
Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC).

Suriname is also a signatory of
● The Caribbean MOU on Port State Controls (CMOU),
● The Caribbean Network of Fisherfolk Organizations (CNFO).
● The Copenhagen Declaration

6. RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Research
Research activities are mostly conducted and led by the Research and Statistics Unit of the Fisheries
Department. Current research activities focus on (1) the collection of data to support the assessment of
seabob shrimp Xiphopenaeus kroyeri and the monthly calculation of the harvest control rule, (2) the
collection of biological data, including length-frequency data and size-of-maturity data to support length-
based stock assessments and (3) data collection on bycatch and discards through a sea-going observers
program.

Education and training
Education and training are mostly project-based. Trainings mostly take place in collaboration with other
agencies and authorities. Examples include trainings in at-sea fisheries inspections for staff of the Coast
Guard, Navy and Maritime Police, trainings in Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries (REBYC-II LAC
project), etc.
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7. KEY DEVELOPMENT TRENDS OVER THE LAST 20 YEARS
In the last 20 years we have seen a sharp decline in the catches of the commercial deep sea penaeide
species, leading to a decrease of the fleet from over 100 vessels to just 12 licenses issued in 2020. The
current catches are still fluctuating.

Contrary to the stock assessments which were carried out in the late 1980’s, indicating an MSY of 250
vessels, there was a steady increase of licenses issued to the coastal artisanal fishery from 2000 onwards.
Between 2016 and 2018 there was a sharp increase in the amount of these licenses issued from 395 to
454. Fishermen have been complaining for years about decreasing catches and smaller sizes. This has
resulted in them increasing their efforts with more fishing gear and improved technology, which has
adversely led to greater pressure on the stocks.

Adding to the problem is the major emerging IUU issues in recent years within the fisheries, including
the illegal duplication of licenses and additional vessels to go along with the false licenses. To counter
this problem, a lot of effort is being put into the development of rules for unique marking of vessels and
vessel identification, as well as raising awareness and increased collaboration among MCS authorities.

The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification of the seabob shrimp trawl fishery, the
implementation of VMS, the establishment of different national and local fisheries organizations, the
collaborative development of our Fisheries Management Plan and the increasing collaboration of the
authorities are some of the positive events and trends.

8. PROJECTIONS FOR FUTURE ADVANCEMENT OF THE SECTOR AS WE 
TRANSITION TOWARDS A BLUE ECONOMY

Moving forward towards sustainable use of our fisheries resources for our economic development, we
recognize the need for a good data collection and management system, especially to provide the necessary
information and interpretation of the effect of trends and management measures on the resources. In this
regard we support and promote the initiatives from the sector towards improved management of fisheries
segments through MSC or other fisheries improvement schemes. We look forward to opportunities and
partnerships in order to get actual information on the potential marine resources. Therefore we strongly
support the efforts of the CRFM to engage the expertise and resources from Norway through the Dr.
Fridtjof Nansen research vessel program.

In the fight against IUU fishing we will invest in infrastructure and programs for increased collaboration
with other MCS authorities including the prosecution. These activities will include establishing
monitoring centers, a multi-disciplinary unit and a data sharing network. The steps towards formal
ratification of the Port State Measures Agreement have been taken. We will also increase the efforts to
cooperate with our neighbouring countries and regional partners through regional and international
initiatives and networks such as the Blue Justice Initiative. We recognize the challenges in terms of human
capacity and financial resources, but we are glad for the support and resources that the partnerships
generate.

Other areas of focus for the future will include initiatives for more efficient use of the resources by
reducing discards through development and implementation of bycatch reduction devices and ways to
address ALDG. Initiatives for better use of fish waste will be supported.


