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Introduction 
 

At the Fourteenth Inter-Sessional Meeting of the CARICOM Heads of Government (CHOG) held in 

Trinidad and Tobago, 14-15 February 2003, proposals from the Government of Barbados on ‘the 

imperative of elaborating a Common Fisheries Regime’ were considered and endorsed with the 

CARICOM Secretariat (CARISEC) mandated to undertake the necessary consultations and propose a 

framework for consideration at the Twenty-Fourth Meeting in July 2003.  

 

At the first Caribbean Fisheries Forum  meeting in Belize on 27 March 2003 it was determined that the 

Caribbean Fisheries Forum/Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM), being the regional 

fisheries body established by CARICOM, would establish a Working Group, under Rule 11, to 

implement the mandate from the CHOG and report to them through the Ministerial Council. 

  

Three Meetings of this Working Group were held and at the Third Meeting, 29-30 November 2003, in 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines, the need for consideration of the social, economic and linkage issues 

relating to the Common Fisheries Policy and Regime (CFP&R) was highlighted. As such, it was 

decided that these issues, including those identified at the 2003 Trinidad and Tobago Meeting, which 

could affect the establishment of the CFP&R should be reviewed and elaborated on, using existing 

information. It was therefore agreed that a Study to Review and Elaborate on the Social, Economic 

and Linkage Issues that Could Affect the Establishment of a Common Fisheries Policy and Regime 

for the Caribbean Sea be undertaken by a team of resource persons drawn from the Fisheries 

Department of Trinidad and Tobago, UWI-CERMES, OECS - ESDU and the CRFM Secretariat.  

 

A Terms of Reference for the study was drafted and approved by the Regional Multidisciplinary 

Workshop on the CFP&R, 18-19 April 2005, in St. Kitts and Nevis. The Working Group Members 

agreed that as part of the methodology for preparing the Study, the compilation of a bibliography of 

available, relevant material related to the subject of the Study was required.  A first draft was compiled 

by the CRFM Secretariat based on information provided from FISMIS, CRFM Library, Working 

Group Members, etc.  This draft was reviewed and discussed at the First Meeting of the Working 

Group on 19 March 2006, with the Meeting recommending that the services of a Resource Person 

should be engaged to review and finalize the draft bibliography using criteria determined by the Group. 

 

Maria Pena, project officer at CERMES, reviewed, edited and finalized the bibliography. Building on 

the draft bibliography compiled by the CFRM Secretariat, primary references relevant to the Study 

were obtained from CERMES’ collection of scientific journals, notably the Proceedings of the Gulf 

and Caribbean Fisheries Institute (volumes 32, 36-37, 39-40, 42-56); CERMES technical reports, MSc 

research papers and policy perspectives; the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 

website; the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) website (all documents provided on 

the publications page); the Barbados Fisheries Division; Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission 

reports and studies; curriculum vitae and personal reference collections of fishery scientists and 

experts, etc.  Documents available from the CRFM library are indicated by a CRFM accession stock 

number. Secondary references were then obtained from bibliographies within relevant published and 

unpublished scientific articles. Where possible, abstracts of the bibliographical references cited have 

been included however several entries, copies of which were not accessible at the time, need to be 

annotated.  

 

As dictated by the Terms of Reference (TOR) for review and finalisation of this bibliography, 

references are primarily Caribbean in content covering all CARICOM Member States.  Additionally, 
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the bibliography includes references relevant to CARICOM Associate Members. General literature 

relating to fisheries, fisheries policy, socio-economics and co-management have also been included as 

they may prove to be useful background material and may provide key insights and lessons learned 

that may be of relevance to the current Study.  

 

Relevance of the references to the main criteria provided by the CRFM for review and finalization of 

the draft bibliography has been indicated by a numeric and alphabetic code denoting theme and sub-

sections, respectively, since this was thought to be the most efficient way of indicating relevance as 

many of the documents address numerous themes and sub-sections. The alphanumeric code assigned 

was based on the title of each reference and where present, the abstract. For some entries, a code has 

not been assigned due to the absence of an abstract and an explicit title. However, given the title, these 

references may be useful to the Study. 

 

The five themes provided as main criteria for review - ecological sustainability; management 

effectiveness; regional governance; international governance; and socio-economics and equity – have 

been assigned numbers 1 to 5, respectively. Subsections under each theme - artisanal, inshore fisheries 

and fishers; semi-industrial and industrial fisheries; monitoring and measuring socio-economic change; 

monitoring and measuring the contribution of fisheries and aquaculture to national economies; excess 

capacity in fisheries in the region; global trade in fish and fish products; access and entry requirements 

to fisheries, especially under common fisheries policy arrangements; and developing strategic alliances 

and partnerships – have been assigned letters a to h, respectively (see key below). This alphanumeric 

code of relevance can be found on the right-hand side of each reference in bold text.  

 

Key to Reference Relevance Code 

 
Theme Code 

Ecological sustainability 1 

Management effectiveness 2 

Regional governance 3 

International governance 4 

Socio-economics and equity 5 

  

Sub-section Code 

Artisanal, inshore fisheries and fishers a 

Semi-industrial and industrial fisheries b 

Monitoring and measuring socio-economic 

change c 

Monitoring and measuring the contribution of 

fisheries and aquaculture to national economies d 

Excess capacity in fisheries in the region e 

Global trade in fish and fish products f 

Access and entry requirements to fisheries g 

Developing strategic alliances and partnerships h 

 

This bibliography is a work in progress. The sources previously mentioned all provided a substantial 

number of references which has been by no means exhausted in this bibliography. Given the number of 

resource person days allocated in the TOR, a limit to the number of sources and entries had to be set. 
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Some documents have been cited more than once since they have been found in multiple locations. 

Some entries are incomplete due to improper citation in primary documents or personal collections. 

Internet addresses are given for documents that can be downloaded from the internet. In general, 

documents relating to regional and international governance are not well represented in the 

bibliography.  
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The Regional Technical Cooperation Promotion Program (RTCPP) is a program under the 

Regional Fisheries Training Project (RFTP) sponsored by the Japanese International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA) and targeting fisheries personnel in the Caribbean. The 

RTCPP provides training in Marine Engineering, Marine Fisheries Resource Management, 

Capture Fishery Technology and Fishing Gear Development, Seafood Technology and 

Marketing, and Fisheries Technology. The program’s main objective is to assist and 

provide relevant training in fisheries to the Caribbean countries. An overview of a training 

workshop and its results held in Belize in February 2006 is provided.  
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Fisheries and other related policies of the USA over the years have influenced and thus 

impacted the fishing industries in Belize and the Caribbean, particularly in the aspects of 

trade and the development of traditional fisheries. As a result, several of Belize's fisheries 

policies and enabling legislations have been structured to make the most of the US and 

other available markets. Compliance with policies formulated or supported by the US, have 

also highlighted Belize's political will to support global efforts in the sustainable 

management of fisheries stocks an the conservation of endangered species. This has 

increased Belize's eligibility for foreign aid to facilitate its own national efforts in fisheries 

management. However, the implementation of these policies has had some negative 

impacts on the fishing industry due mainly to financial and human resource constraints of 

the fishing cooperatives and Government of Belize for institutional strengthening and 

capacity building. Compliance has also led to negative cultural responses such as 

restriction and in some instances the prohibition of traditional fishing for certain species. 
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An overview of the results of the ICCAT workshop on swordfish. The objective of the 

workshop was to assess the status of stocks of swordfish in the Atlantic Ocean. This was 

later expanded to include the Mediterranean based in additional data and research results 

provided by Italian scientists. Twenty-five working documents were submitted to the 

workshop and are available from ICCAT. National scientists provided a description of 

swordfish fisheries in their respective countries.  
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The Commission, during its Ninth Session in September 1999, adopted a new strategy to 

organize its work and provide technical assistance to its members with a view to achieving 

sustainable fisheries. At the centre of this strategy is the working group approach. This 

document reviews the accomplishments achieved through this new strategy and identifies 

the constraints which the Commission is facing. 
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This document reviews eight main FAO projects in the region that were implemented 

during the last biennium providing information on project outputs. These projects reviewed 

are: TCP/RLA/0069 – Development of Standards for the Construction and Survey of Small 

Fishing Vessels (October 2000 – September 2001); TCP/RLA/0070 – Preparation for an 

Expansion of the Domestic Fisheries for Large Pelagic Species January 2001 – March 

2002); TCP/RLA/0071 (A) - Assistance to Health Management in Shrimp Aquaculture in 

Latin America (January 2001 – May 2003); TCP/JAM/2901 (A) – Development of a 

Policy Framework and Strategic Plan for Sustainable Fisheries Management (October 2002 

– December 2003); TCP/GUY/2802 (A) – Support for the Integration of Aquaculture into 

Farming Systems [in Guyana] (July 2002 – September 2002); GEF/UNEP/FAO Project – 

Reduction of environmental impact from tropical shrimp trawling through the introduction 

of by-catch reduction technologies and change of management (February 2002 – January 

2007); GCP/RLA/140/JPN – Scientific Basis for Ecosystem-based Management in the 

Lesser Antilles Including Interactions with Marine Mammals and Other Top Predators 

(June 2002 – June 2007) and TCP/ANT/2902 (A) – Assistance in Fisheries Legislation 

(July 2003 – January 2004).  
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The document reviews the progress made in the implementation of the Code of Conduct 

for Responsible Fisheries in the region served by the Western Central Atlantic Fishery 

Commission (WECAFC).  
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This document examines recent and longer-term trends in fishery production and in fishery 

product use and trade in the WECAFC region. It also considers a number of issues whose 

appropriate treatment would have a positive impact in maintaining and improving the 

sector’s contribution to the wider economy. A brief discussion of selected topics of 

regional and international importance is also included.  

 

1 2 a b d 

 

1400.  WECAFC. 2003. Strategies for increasing the contribution of small-scale capture 

fisheries to food security and poverty alleviation in the WECAFC Region. 

Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission, Eleventh Session. 

WECAFC Lesser Antilles Fisheries Committee, Eighth Session. St. 

George’s, Grenada, 21-24 October 2003. WECAFC/XI/03/4E. October 

2003. 10pp. PDF available at 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/DOCUMENT/wecafc/11thsess/WECAFCXI_4E.pdf.

   
This paper outlines characteristics of small-scale capture fisheries, and considers the 

constraints and opportunities that may affect their contribution to food security and poverty 

reduction. It is suggested that there are now good reasons to re-consider the role of small-

scale fisheries in contributing to food security and poverty alleviation, and the Commission 

is invited to review a number of strategies aimed at increasing this contribution. 

Governance issues are considered fundamental to the success of these strategies. In 
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addition, special attention is recommended in the collection of adequate information and 

assessing the trade-offs between policy options. The costs and benefits of different policies 

must be carefully articulated in terms of their absolute and distributional impacts on food 

security and poverty alleviation. Finally, the importance of cross-sectoral and inter-agency 

approaches and solutions for addressing poverty and food security issues is recognized.
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This document reviews the trends in the recorded landings of marine species in the 

WECAFC area, identifying any features of particular interest or concern to the WECAFC 

member countries. It then summarises the available knowledge on the status of the 

resources of the WECAFC region and of fisheries management. The information indicates 

that, as in the past, there is very high uncertainty about the status of even the more 

important fisheries resources of the region. This situation puts many of the resources, and 
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This document considers the impact the various international legal instruments have had on 

the Monitoring, Control and Surveillance of fishing vessels (MCS) and how modern 

equipment is changing the type and effectiveness of MCS that is implemented. The 

introduction of Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS) is one of the technologies that have 

attracted much attention in recent years, but there are other tools that are becoming 

available to the MCS practitioners. These developments are reviewed and 

recommendations made to enable the member countries of the Commission to make 

informed decisions on their MCS provisions. There are also recommendations with regard 

to the regional cooperation that can be undertaken in MCS.  
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The objective of this paper is to trace the evolution of the Barbadian fishing fleet from the 

1950s to the present, focusing on the vessels that were successfully introduced to, and 

retained by, the fishing fleet over the past fifty years and on the factors that may have been 

responsible for the success.  
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This paper reports the findings of a survey mounted by the Fisheries Division of Barbados 

to determine the availability and distribution of fish resources that could be exploited using 

traps set in relatively deep water. In particular, the size and species-related aspects of the 
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OECS Member States, providing both full-time, part-time and seasonal employment, 

contributing significantly both to domestic food security and national GDP. Offshore 
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and present an identifiable path for technical and economic diversification. The 

subregional fisheries sector is now managing to attract private investment from persons 

who with few traditional links with fishing, are bringing a new level of professionalism to 
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OECS sub-region, contributing to a transformation process in some Member State 

fisheries. In some areas moves have been made to manage existing resources, but the 

existing technologies are inadequate to take up the challenge of resource management and 

the exploitation of new resources. Additionally, national policy statements and objectives 

for fisheries need to be further developed and clarified to assist the implementation of 
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